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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: This might well
e out, e ofenee might Ve o very trivial
aney il we can safely trust the heneh 1o fix
the pennlty.

The MINISTER FOR KDUCATION: L
hape the clause will not he struck out; it
iy very tecessary indeed. We have it im a
uimber of. Acts.  Only the other day n nan
was fined a8, for employing o child 1% years
of age.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN:
wiant to fine up to the minimuw,
unt ronuviet at all

[f the beneh do unot
they will

Clanse put and pnssed,

Clause  142=-agreed to,

Clavge 143—FProaf of nationality:

IHon. A, BANDERSON:  Surely
tluite unnecessary.

The Minister for Education: There must
he some mwenns of deciding these things

Hon. A, SANDERSON: But suwrely it
ought to be proved in the ordinary way,

The Minister for Edueation:  The pro-
vision in the present Act is mueh the same.

ITon. A, SANDFRBON: Suppose you have
a Chinaman whe has married an Australinn
coman, aml the offspring of that marrvinge
iz brought before the eourt.  What is the
nationulity of the gentleman?

The Minister for Edueation:
for the court to deeride.

Won. A, SBANDERSON: 1t is an extrn.
amlinary way of doing business.

(lamse put and passed.

Clanses 144 to 146—agreed to.

Clanse 147—Regulations:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move an amenidment:

That in line 4 “‘any penalty not vxeced-

this is

Tt would he

ing £3" he strack out, and '‘a lesser pen- |

alty than that preseribed Ly Seetien 140°°
he inserted in liew.

As the elause stands at present the pennlty
for suhsequent offenres would still he some-
thing less than £3,

Amendment put and passed;
amended, agreed to.

Clouse 148—Saving of provigions of Ton-
apection of Machinery Act 1904:

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION :
This provides that the inspector shal) not
have anv jorisdiction over any machinery or
neeidents causeld by any machinery or boiler
tv which the Tnspection of Machinery Aet
applies. T move an amendment—

™at the following he added at the end
af the clause:—*“*And no power conferred
hy thig et on an inspeetor in relation to
machinery of any kind shall he exereiged
unleas the inspeetor holds a certifiente from
the Chief Tnspeetor of M nchinery that in
his oninien such inspeetor is enmpotent to
eroveise sueh power.??

T think that will meet the pasition.

the elanse, as
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Amendment put und passed; the clause, as
amended, apreed to,

Claasa M9 -Printing of records:

Mon, I, STEWART:  This is an import-
aut provision.  We ghould report progress
and deal with this another time.

Hon. . W, Hickey. Oh, gect on with the
isiness,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: My
intention was to report progress belare reach-
ing the contentions postponed Clanse 1.
However, if any hon., member desires it, T
am willing- to report progress now,

Progress reported.

BILL—BAYSWATER DRAINAGE
WORKS,

Reeeived from the Agsembly and read a
first time,

House adjowrned at 11,47 pan.

Regislative

Thursday,

Hssembly,

Nh December, 1920,

Questlona : Pastorn) Compnnleu registered
Immigrntinn Cingmatograph Rng

Bills; Land Toax ond Income Tax, reconw ,rrpnri
Hnyswnter Drainage Works, "1r, - .
Land Aet Amendment, Com.

The SPEARKER tock the Chair at 4230
pom., and yead prayers,

QUESTTON —PASTORAL COMPANIIN
REGISTERED,
Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Hoaorary
Minister:  Wow many pastoral ccanpanies

have been registered in the State sinee the
passing of the Land Aet Anendment Aet
of 1917, and what is the aren owned Dy
ench?

The HONORARY MINTSTER raplicd:
Forty-nine pastoral companies have been re-
gistered at the Companirs Offiee, Supremc
Court, The following are the namoes and the
nrea owned by  each.  Where the worid
“nil’" appears sueh company 18 so far not
registered ecither in the Tand Titles Office or
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in the Lands Department as the owner of
any pastora! land: -
No., Name of ecompauny, Loceal or Foreign,
aml Area held {acres).
1. Mia Mia Pastoral Co,, Ltd,,
516,320,
2. The Ashburton Towns Station, Ltd,
local, 796,547,

local,

3. Sandstone Pastornl Co,, Titd., local,
951,310,

t. Doorawarrah Pastoral Co., Ltd., local,
569,383,

5, Landor Squatting Co., [Ltd.,, local,
999,964,

6, Clifton Downs Pastoral Co., Titd,

loeal, 996,650,

7. Mount Clere Pastoral Co., Ltd., leeal,
930,500,

8. Clarkson Bros,, Ltd, loeal, 1,183,462
(749,000, Eastern Division; 414,
462, North-"West.}

9. Bultara kstates, Ltd., local, 276,000,

10. Boolardy Fastoral Co.,, Ltd., Ilocal,
787,800.
11, The Nookararra Pastoral Co., Ltd,

loeal, 581,550,
12 The Bulloe Downs Pastoral
loeal, 8G0,700.
13 The Greenwoedl
Ineitl, 168,030,
14, The Milgum Pastoral Coa,, Ltd,, 1aeal,

Co., Tatd.,

Pastorat  (lo., IAtd,,

841,929,

15. Roy Hill Pastoral Ce,, [Ltd., local,
088,145,

M. Cogln Downs  Pastoral Co., loeal,
851,560,

17, Mulga Downs, Lid., loeal, 743,700,

I8, The Sturt Pastoral Co., loeal, nil.

19, Napice Downs  Pastoral Co., Ttd.,
loeal, 1,000,000,

20, Luldgui  Pastoral o, Ttd.,, loeal,
879,864,

21, lvanhoe Grazing (‘o., Titd., loenl, 275,
460.

22, Mt. Augustus Pastorul Co., Lidl., local,
995 207,

2. Badjia, Limited, local, 270,524,
24 The Boulder Meat Supply, Ltd., lecal,

149,963,

25, Tomouindy Pastoral Co., Ltd., loeal,
nil.

26, Marillanan  Pastoral Co., TLtd., loeal,
503,220,

27. WHarding River Pastoral (o, Tdd,
loeal, 339,991,

28, Glenflorrie  Pastoral <o., [td. ineal,
624,381,

29, Croydon, Limited, local, uil,

30. Devonshire Flats, Ltd., loeal, nil,

A1, Mouut  Vernon Pastoral Co., Ttd.,

loenl, 532,490, ,

32, Mot James Pastoral Cn., Ltd., loeal,
nil,

33 Yundermindera
local, 478,07,

34. The Leonora Pastoral Co., Ltd., loeal,
nil,

35. Three Rivers
828,195,

Pastoral Co., Ltd,

Station, Ltd.,, loeal,

* the
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A6, The Take Barlee Pastoral (o, Ltd,,
local, nil.

47.  Rillilima Tastoral Co., ldd., loecal,
250,000,

38, Mt Maleolm Pastoral Co., Ltd,, local,
234,237,

39, Fladgee Pasgtoral Co., [Ltd, loeal

(54,618,

40.  Yandil Pagtoral Co., Ltd., local, 740,
500,

41. The Jubilee Downs and Nerrima Pas-
toral Co., Ltd., local, nil.

42, (bogama Pastoral Co., Ltd,, local, nil,

43, Macanoh Tistate, Timited, foreign,
1,453,440 (807,600, Rimberley Divi-
sion; 252,990, North-West DNivision;
102,850, Kastern Division).

44, Mt  House Stations, Ltd., foreign,
777,500,

43, Flora Valley & Margaret, Titd,, for-

. cign, nil.

4G. The Nicholson Grazing (o, Ltd,,
foreign, nil.

47, The Turner Grazing Co., Titd,, foreign,
nil,

48. Gordon Downs, Limited, foreign, nil.
49, Ord River, Limited, foreign, nil

QUESTION—IMMIGRATTON, CINE-
MATOGRAPH TTLMS.

Mr. THOMSOXN asked the Colonial Seere-
tarv—1, Were eincmatograph films taken by
the order of the Tmmigration Department
in the year 19117 2 1f so, what has he-
come of these filma? 3, What was the cost?
4, Ts it intended to again make use of these
fitms for the purpese of advertising the
Btate's resourees?

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY replied—1,
Yes; ““Trip to Rottuest,” T*Hill and River
Seenery, " and Y Caves Trip.”' 2, The ne-
atives are at the Tourist Department and
positive with the Agent General in
Londom. 3, £437 12a. 104, 4, Tf the films
are in alecent condition they will he utilised
as suggested.

BILTL—LAND TAX AND INCOMFE TARX.
Recommitial,

On the motion hy the Premier, Bill re-
vonnnitted  for the purpose  of  further
considering Clanse G.

Mr. Btubbs in the Chair: the Promier in
tharge of the Bill.

Clause G——Super tax of 13 per cent.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T move an amendd-
ment—

That in the provise all the words after
““incormne’’ to and including ‘“taxpayer'’
be struek out, and *‘ehargeable’’ he in-
serted.

The object ' have in view is to ensura that
no persen shall be called upon te pay a
super tax unless he has o ehargeable income,
as distinet from a gross income. of more
than £252. Tn this way we will preserve
the distinetion already existing hetween
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married and single persofis. The deductions
set out in the Aect mostly apply te married
persons.  This would allow people some-
thing in the natnre of a living wage hefore
paying the super tax. °

The PREMIER: If the amendment is
carried, it will mean that no man with an
income of £252, single or married, will, with
the deductions, pay  additional taxation.
The single man referred to by the leader
of the Upposition will eseape just as others
will escape.

Mr. Thomson: T do not see why the single
man should escape at all.

The PREMIER: Many of these peoplo
draw asmall incomes aud they are cxempt
np to £100 now.  The leader of the Opposi-
tion desires that no man with an income
of less than £5 should pay the additional
tax. I desire that ond, too, and if we
altered the amount from £252 ta £264 the
objeet which the leader of the Opposition
kas in view wonld De azchieved.

Hon., W. (. Angwin: Not so far as the
mun with the large family is concerned.

The PREMIER: If o man is getting £300
a year he can afferd to pay the few shillings
additional proposed by this measure. 1f
the amendment is carried Tle will eseape.
A man receiving less than £5 or up to £5
will receive consideration. T had in my

mind the many public servants wha were .

drawing un te £252 until the last few days
when the board fixed their salaries at £2064.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is an cnconr-
agement to young men, not to us.

The PREMIER: You speak for yourself,
I suggest fto the leader of the Opposition
that he withdraw his amendment and that
a further amendment be moved to increase
the amownt te £264. T do not know that
where additionai taxation is urgently need-
ed, as it is now, we ghould carry the
exemptions further, although T am aware
that any impost, however small, presses
heavily on the men on the lower rung.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T do not feel inelined
to accept the sugoestion by the ITPremier.
A man regnires to get n fairly reasonable
income these days, and it cannot be said
that £5 a week is a reasonable amount,

The PREMIER: Tt is as much a8 you
are getting as a member of Parliament,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt is more than I get,
and I believe a majority of members of the
House arree that we do wot get enongh,

The Minister for Works: What about tak-

ing the New South Wules decision and
making it a common rule,
Mr. WILTCOCK: Tf the Minister for

Warka will brine forward a proposition, he
will have the hearty support of members on
this gide of the House.  The people with
the small sa'ar‘es are paying a vpretty fair
tax at the present time, and they shonld
not be asked to nav the super tax at  all
Tf a man i= ~otting £350 he conld pay the
super tax, bnt a man drawing £5 a week,
who has three children, will have to pay
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super tax on the whole of his taxable income.
TIf he has five children he will be exempt.
The protest from the Opposition is made
because there is no assessment Bill before
ns whereby we can alter the cxemptions.

Mr. Hudson: You have to draw the line
somewhere,

Me. WILLCOUK : The line which is drawn
at the present thne under the assessment
Act, is too low, As there is no assessment
Bill hefore the House, we khave to let that
position go.  The only opportunity we have
of doing something in this matter is to pro-
vide some amendment which will deal with
the super tux.  The present is not an op-
portunc time for extracting more taxation
from the men with lower wages, particulerly
when it is remembered that it costs about
£400 now to get what could be procured for
£200 before the war. Even if tbe amount
were raised to £5 or £5 10s. that would he
less than the basic wage fixed by the inde-
pendent commisgion who travelled round Aus-
tralia reeently. If an assessment Bill were
brought down, we could then previde that
no one receiving less than the living wage
as fixed by the Basie Wage Oommission
shonld pay taxation at all.

Mr. lludsen: You are not discriminating
between the married and unmarried men.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T want to diseriminate
between the amounts of taxation to be levied.
We would e¢ndeavour to raise the ~=xemption
up to nt least £250 if an assessment Bill
were before ns.  The amendment of the
leader of the Oppasition will de semething
towards meeting the position. If a man
with three children has an ineome of £250,
less £78, apart from any other deductions
allowed, he would have to pay on a taxable
income of about £180, whereas the single
man will have to pay on the full £252,

Mr. Thomson: The single man shonld pay
on that amount if he has no responsibilities.

Mr., WILLCOCK: We are prepared to
allow him to pay the amount of the taxable
income.

The Attorney General: The man wontd
not be taxed the 15 per cent. on the
full £252 but on the £180 whiech has heen
referred to,  Even if he did, what wonld
it amount to? Wext to nothing

Hon. P. Collier: Why hother
thent

Mr., WILLCOCK: The Premier wounld be
doing an act of grace if he complied with
the suggestion, The cffect of the amendment
is that if a man has a taxable inecome of
£252 he will pay on it, but the married man
with, say, three children, even though his in-
comc be £252, will all the same come nnider
the incidence of the snper tax, That is not
a fair proposition at the present time,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayves . .. P ¥ |
Noes . e .. .. 22
Majority against .. .. 10

ahout it
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AYEB. AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey Mr. Angelo Mre, Maoley
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy Mpr, Broun Mr, Mitchell
Mr, Collier Mr. Walker Mr. Brown Me. Nalrn
Mr. Davles Mr, Willcock Mr. Draper Mr, Pickering
Mr. Hudson Mr, Green Mr. Duff Mr. Piesse
Mr. Lambert (Tellcr.) Mr. Durack Mr. Pllkington

Mr. Gardiner Wr., Scaddan

Nogs. Mr. George Mr. Thomson
Mr. Angelo Mr. Maley Mr, Griffiths Mr. Veryard
Mr, Broun Mr. Mitehell Mr, Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Brown Mr. Nalrn Mr. Hickmolt Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Draper Mr. Pickering Sir H. B. Letroy 1 Trller)
Mr, Duft Mr. Plesse
Mr, Durack Mr, Scaddan NOES.
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale Mr. Angwin Mr. Luley
Mr. Grifitiths Mr. Themnson Mr. Chesson Ar, Troy
Mr. Harrison Mr. Veryard Mr. Calller Mr. Walker
Mr, Hiclumott Mr. Willmott Mr. Darles Mr. Willeock
8ir 1I. B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick Mr. Hudson Mr. Qreen

(Telier.) Mr. Lambert {Teller.)

Awmendment thus negatived. Amendment thos passed.

The PREMIER: I move an amcndment—

That in the last line of the provise the
word “ffifty-two’’ he struck out with a
view to inserting other words,

Mr., WILLCOCK: I want the Premier to
agree to strike out not only ‘*fifty-two,”’
but the words ‘‘two lundred?’? which preeede
‘'fifty-two,'’ and insert ‘‘three hundred and
fifty.!’

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member .

wighos to move an amendment hefore that
of the Premier, the Premier must temporarily
withdraw the amendment he has submitted.

Mr, WILLCOCK: If the Premicr’s amend-
ment is carried, there will be no chance of
striking out ‘'two hundred.’’

The Premier: T will temporarily withdraw
my amendment if yon will not debate the
whole subject all over again.

Mr. Willeock: I will let it go.

Amendment put and passed.
The PREMTER: T move an amendment—

That ‘‘sixty-four’” be inserted in lieu
of the words struck out.

Mr. Willeogk: Make it a little more than
that; give us a bit of a chance.

The PREMTER: T am going far enough
by inereasing the amount to £264. No man
who gets £264 or nnder will pay tax.

Hon. P, Collier: Tf he gets £265 he will
pay.

The PREMIER: Tf he has a family he
will get all the advantages of the reduction
for the family.

Mr. Willeock: Still he will pay super tax.
The PREMIER: Certainly.

Amendment put and a division taken with
‘the following resunlf:—

Ayeos .. . - .. 23
Noes .. .. oo 11
Mnjority for ° 12

My, THOMSBON: I move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added:
““Provided that this scction shall not ap-
ply to single persons.’’

The CHATRMAN; I cannot accept the
amendment heeawse no notice hny been given
of it,

Mr. THOMSON: You have just accepted
an amendment from the Premier and it was
not on the Notico Paper.

The CHATRMAN: That was o totally dif-
ferent thing.

Mr. THOMSON: I think T bhave a right
to move my amendment, though it is on
reconmmittal.

The CIIATRAAN: T must rule you out of
order.

The Minister for Minegs: Tt is on recom-
mittal on the third reading, and only amend-
ments on the Notice Paper can be dealt with.

Mr. THOMSON: My proviso is just as
much in order as was the Premier’s amend-
ment.

The CHATRMAN: The Premier's amend-
ment was conscquential npon an amendment
moved by the leader of the Opposition. T
cannot aecept vour amendment.

Mr. TIHHOMSON: [ have to anide by vour
ruling, but T think it is very strange.

Clavse, as amended, pnt and passed,

BRill again reported with a further amend-
ment, and the report adopted.

BILL—BAYSWATER DRAINAGE
WORKS.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LANTD ACT AMENDIMENT.
Tn Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair;
eharge of the Bill.

the Premier in
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*Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clayse 2—Amendment of Aet No,
C191%:

Mr, PICKERING: [ would like an assur-
ance from the Premier that this clause will
not he retrogpective and that it will not affeet
leases already pranted on ecrtain conditions.

The I'REMIER: 1 consuited the Solicitor
General and he informed me that the clause
Jdoes not apply to leases already issued. It
has no retrospective effeet; it will apply
only to leases issved in future,

18 of

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3, +—agreed to.
Clausd §— Pastoral land:
My, TROY: | move and amendment—
That in Subelawse (2) the words °¢ After
the commencement of this Act’’ he struck
out with a view to the insertion of other
wordy,
After the diseussion on the second reading it
should not be necessary to stress the reasons
for the amendment. 1t is generally under-
stood that, econtrary to the provisions of fhe
amending Act of 1917, a number of persons
are holding a million neres of land in oune
lease.

The Attorncy {iencral; [ do not agree
with that statement. [ doubt whether there
i3 a single man with a million acres of Jand.

Mr. TROY: If there is not, then uo harm
will he done by the amendment,

The Atftorney General ;@ That is  your
opinion, not minc.

Mr. TROY: The object of the amendment
is to prevent tho validation of what has oc-
curred contrary to the amending Act of 1937,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And contrary to the
intention of the Act if it were tested.

Mr. TROY: Probably so. This elause
propoges to validate something which was
dlone contrary to the intention of the amend.
ing Aet of 1917,

The Attorney General:
the intention expressed.

Mr. TROY: Contrary to the intention,
Persang taking up land in future should not
be able to acquire more than a million uaeres,
and no person whatever should be able to
hold more than one million acres in the
State.

The Attorney General:
new tennre or mnot?

Mr. TROY: Yes.

The Attorney General: Then you want to
disturb transactions going. back to 1898,

Mr. TROY: We disturb transactions
every day. Parliament has passed legisla-
tion which enables A1l sorts of transactions
to be disturbed. TFor instance, the Govern-
Immét can enter upon and take agricultural
and.

The Attorney Ceneral:

Not contrary to

Whether it iz a

Yes, and pay for
it.
Mr. TROY: Or take one-twentieth of it
without paying for that one-twentieth.
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Mr. Thomson: But that is a condition of
the title.
Mr. TROY:
The Attorney CGeneral:
provide for that..

My, TROY: They do not yrovide for it

1 know all about that,
Al the conteacts

Under soldier settiement legislation, land
can- he resumed at a fixed price.

The Attorucy Genernl: Not at n fixed
price.

Me. TROY: At a price to he fixed under

condlitions which ure fised by the Aet, Thiit
legislation  vielated the  conditions under
which the land owner took up his conditional
purchase lease. I am moving my amend-
ment beeause it is to the intervst of the
State to interfere with these lurvge pastoral
lioldings. The purpose of this Bill is to
vilidate something. Its clavses, apart from
this one. wre not of the leust importance,
Morcover, I do not attach the least import-
anee to any statement made by the Attorney
Gieneral,

The Attorney Genernl: T should not ex-
peet yon to do unything else.

Mr. TROY: If the Attormey Genreral ox-
pected e te do anything clse, [ should have
to confess that miy suspicions have been
aroused by his activities, and hy the activi-
ties of other legal gentlemen, whe are the
udvigers of large companics. Those gentle-
nen have ¢ome up to this Houge and have
pretended to members that a clause provides
cortain things, whereas the clause has sub-
sequentty been proved to provide nothing of
the kind,

The Attorney (Gencral:
[ liave done that?

Me, TROY: XNo. But T am now putting
the Attorncy General in the same category
with other legal geatlemen who have sat in
this Honse, men of considerable legal talent.
Take, for instance, the amendment drawn by
the member for Canning, when Attorney
General, on the amendment to the Discharger
Soldiers’ Settlement Bill passed by another
place for the purpese of resmmption en pas-
toral leases. The Attorncy General of that
day loaded the amendment so as to make it
utterly impossible to resume pastoral leases
on a fair basis. Any pastoral land resumed
nnder the amendment “would have been so
overfoaded with liability that no ona could
have carried on under it. Tt is n remarkable
thing that what is done in the case of pas-
toral leases is not done in the ease of apri-
cultural lands. Why all this concern for the
pastoralist?  Unfortunutely, my suspicions
have been aroused; and T am bound to admit
that T do not propose to be influenced in any
respeet by any legal opinion given in this
Chamber no matter by whom it is given, T
have a suspicion that sometimes this House
is told that a Bill embodies a certain prin-
viple, whereas in faet the intention is other-
wise, Thus laymen are often misled when
voting.

The Attorney General: You have no right
to reflect on legal members in that way.

No vou -ay that
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Mr. TROY: Laymen are sometimes per-
suaded to vote for a principle which is ¢on-
trary to their real intention. :

The Attorney General: You have no right
to reflect on legal members of the House!

Mr. TROY: We are aware that men of
great legal eapacity know perfectly well how
these measures can be got round. They do
not give that information to this Chamber,
and they do not intend to do so, but if a
man seeks clection to this Houge, promising
to give his best to the people, that best
shonid be better than anything clse; and cer-
tainly he should not attempt to mislead this
Houge,

The Attorney Gencral: Can you mention
any instance in which I have attempted to
mislead the House?

Mr. TROY: I have not said that. How
ever, I do not propose to be influenced by
any legal opinion given on the Bill in this
Chamber, and I care not who gives the opin-
ion, I will not accept an opinion even from
the member for Kanowna.

Mr. PICKERING: I congratulate the
Premier on having afforded the Committee
an opportunity of arriving at a clear under-
standing of the meaning of this RBill. On
hoth sides of the Chamber it has been stated
that the 1917 Aect is not what it was intended
to be, and that there was some mislead-
ing in regard to that measure. To my mind
the language of the mueh debated section of
that Act is clear, and it is that in no one
division of this State c¢an more than one
million acres of pastoral land be held by one
individual or by one party of individuals,
The amendment secks to make this Bill re-
trogpcetive in it operation; and the ques-
tion I wish to have clearly settled is, whether
or not the Bill validates past legislation?
Any ambiguity should be removed. I was
not in the House when the 1917 Act was
passed, but T was a member of this Chamber
when another measure amending the Land
Act was passed; and I will not be & party,
it T can help it, to the enactment of any
further ambiguous legislation.

The PREMIER: I hope the words will
not be struck out. So far as I have been
able to do so, T have brought down a BRBill
to set the position striipht; and theve is no
ulterior motive. The Bill means cxanetly
what it says, that after the comimencement
of the measure no person shali acquire more
than one million acres of pastoral Iand,

Hon. P. Collicr: The 1917 Act says that
too, but more than one millior seres has
been aequired by individvals

The PREMIER: 8o far as it is possible
to provide against onc person holding more
than one million acres of pastoral )md, we
have provided for it; and, further, there is
the -provision that if o man holds <hares in
n pastoral company his shares shall repre-
sent acres for the purposes of this lepisia-
tion. Every member agreed with that elause
when the Bill was bafore this  Chamber.
Members objeet to any person having the
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right to hold ove million aeres of pastoral
tand in every division. This Bill provides
that the maximum area which ean be held
by any one person shall be one million acres.
I do not see why we should disturb the very
few people who are holding more than ome
ntillion acres.

Mon. P. (Collier: That is not surprising,
becanse the man who previously held more
has now formed himself into four or five
companies,

The TREMTER: No¢ hon., member eould
objeet to a pastoral lessce transferring bis
holding to his sons, so long as it was a bona
fide transaction, We need not bLother about
the men who hold more than a million aeres;
they are so very few,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Seme have four mil-
lion acres,

The PREMIER: One firm has six million
acres in one division, but in aceordanee with
the law it is selling down to a million acres.
We require to sce the land occupied and
used.

Hon, P. Collier: We ecan do it better by
limiting the area.

The PREMIER: We ave limiting the arca.
Mr, Eliott has a large holding, but he is
transferring to hisz sons.

Hon. P, Collier: That makes no difference
to the State,

The PREMTER: Sinee we have passed the
legislation of 1917 there is not much need
to worry, bccause the rent and the stoek-
ing and improvement econditions will serve
to adjust the area. I hope the amendment
will be negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the amend-
ment will be passed. The Bill should not
have been introduced this session. A easc
should have bheen submitted to the court
to test the validity of the 1917 Aet. The
then Attorney General assured the House
that no individual, no combination of per-
sons or companices, could hold more than a
million acres of land.

Mr. Pickering: That does not appear in
f*Hansard.*’

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It docs. T read
it from ‘‘Hansard’’ last night. ‘The then
Attorney (ieneral assnred the House that he
and two other hon. members had drafted a
clause which prohibited any pérsen or
combination of persons or companics
from holding more than o million acres:
that is to say, if they applied to
hring their leases under the 1917 Act. They
could continue holding surplus areas wvntil
1028, but they econld not get an cxtension of
their leases until 1948 unless they redweed
their areas to a million acres, The =ame
Altorney General a short time later decided
that a shareholder in a company was not
venefigially interested. It is all very well
fur the Premier to quote that list.

Hen. P, Collicr: The name of a eertain
pastoralist holding over four million arres
does not appear on the lisy now,
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That is where
Whom do you

The  Honorary Minister:
you are making a mistake,
mean?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: We have had the
‘name meotioned before.  He holds four and
a half million aeres,

The Honorary Minister: You mean Vestey.
Vestey does not come vnder the new Act.

MHon. W. (. ANGWIN: To-day a certain
company ia  advertising its arca for sale
‘rgubjeet to the 1917 Aet.’? [n justice to
the State. the Crown Law Department shonid
have tested the validity of that Aet. It
makes one suspicious that there may be some-
thing behind the clnuse, that it will deprive
the State of what rights it has under the
1y Aet.

The Attormey General: You will not ae-
copt o stantement offered to you.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We were told the
same thing hefore. Why not test the matter
in the courta® The then Attorney General, after
deelaring that nobody eould hold more than
a millien aeres, went ontside and said it did
not apply te u vompany, because the indi-
vidunal shareholders had not a beneficial in-
terest in the company. TIn the other House
we had this from the Minister for Eduea-
tion—

The loophole discovered is that the com-
pany becomes the leaseholder, and the in-
dividun), although he may holl practically
the whole of the shares in three or four
companies, is not n lenseholder at all, and
thereforc the leasc is not linble to for-
feiture.

That was discovered within a short time after
the Rill was passed.

The Attorney Gencral:
that right.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Perhaps, but there
i1 n good deal of doubt as to whether it will
validate anything done under the 1817 Act.
Not long ago a committee was appointed to
-make recommendations to the Government as
to the areas of pastoral lemses in the North-
West. Will the Premier tell us what was the
larrest area recommended by the committee?

The Premier: The smallest was 250.000
acres of picked land along the rivers in the
Kimberley, .

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The Bill will give
them a million. In the Gascoyne distriet Mr.
Bush’s station runs for 200 miles along the
river. Is that station owned by a private
individual still, or is it now a company?

The Premier: It iz a company.

Ion. W. C. ANGWIN: It was a private
individugl prior to the 1917 Act. That is
only another instance not in acecord with the
advice given us by the then Attorney Gen-
eral. Undoubtedly we have some justifieation
Tor our suspiciona of the Bill.

The Premier: You need not have the
slightest suspicion.

Hon, W, C. ANOWIN: What we passed in
19417 should not be set aside until it has been
tested in the courts. A high legal authority
has declared that the 1917 Act holds good in
rerard to combinations of companies,

This Bill will put
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The Minister for Works: Dl the Crown
Law say that!

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: 1 have not disrussed
it with the { rown Solicitor. That opinion has
come from outside, even from oversen, 1T
the opinion is sound, if the area which may
he acquired is limited to s million neres, then
the Bill is not required, or at all cvents not
until we have had a decision by the law
courts. [ am not poing to give a vote that
may have the coffect of setting aside the in-
tentions surrounding the 1917 Aet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is rather
a thankless task to offer any legal opinion
or the wording of an Act, Apparently some
hon, members would not pay the slightest at-
tention to anything T said, and one hon. mem-
hcr has suggested that T would be ineppable
ot cxpressing an opinion. The chief anxiety
of the member for Nerth-Bast Fremantle
secrms to be direeted not so much te the jro-
visions of the Bill, but to whether it may
have the effeet of validating anything which
at present is open to alteration in the courts
of justice

Jlon. W. €. Angwin:
nent here to cover that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In almost
any part of this Bill we find the words
“eafter the commencement of this Act.”” [t
vannot be suggested, for instance, that Sub-
clanse 3 validates anything that has already
been donme, 1t imposes a penalty of £3 for
every day on which a person does something
which should not have been done. Snbelause
4 speaks of pasteral land being acquired
‘‘after the commencement of this Aect,”’ and
yet this is szid to be validating something
which has been done before,  Let us take
Subelause 7. In my opinion a shareholder in
a pastoral company which holds a lease is
rnot  heneficially interested in sueh lease.
It ia provided in  this subclanse that
‘fafter the commencement of this Act’’ for
the purpose of ealeulating the aren of land
that persons may aequire, or may become
beneficially interested in, the joint sharehaqld-
ers are deemed to hold an interest in the land
so held jointly equivalent to their undivided
share, Xf threc persens hold 300,000 acres
between them, each is deemed to hold 100,000
acres. This is a fairer method of ealenlating
a man’s interest in land, Paragraph (L) of-
Subelause 7 provides that a shareholder shall
be deemed to be beneficially interestd in
anch  land to the extent of the acre-
age proportionate to hig interest im the
paid  share capital of the company. A
company may hold 100,000 acres and have a
capital of €100,000, of which £50,000 is paid
up. The £50,000 is the basis on which we
would work. If T held £10,000 of that
£50,000, I should therefore hold a fifth of the
paid-up capital of the company, and I shonld
Le deemed to hold a fifth of the acrenge held
by the company, which fifth would be 20,000
acres. It ig a little disconcerting to be told
when one has drafted a eclavse which ex-
pressly brings in the shareholder and says
what shall be his beneficial interest.in a eer-

T have an amend-
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tain portion of a lease hel@ by the company,
that one is doing something to validate what
has previgusly taken place. Nothing is being
validated by this Bill. If hon. members are
still suspicious over the matter, I am afraid
that nothing in heaven will ever convince
them to the contrary.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T regret that Govern-
ments whe have been in oflice since the pass
ing of the 1917 Ac¢t have taken no definite
steps to obtain o judgment from the judie-
inry as to the intentions econveyed by that
Act, Eminent lawycrs hold certain opinions
with regard to the area that may be owned
by sharchollers or by corporstions, T have
heen told that there are lawyers in this eity
why huld the opposite opinion. The result
is that we do not know where we are.
Whether tlis Bill be passed ov nut, however,
that position is not affected. 1t will still
Le open te a test ease,

The Honorary Minister; That is the whole
position. It is not a validating Bil.

Hom, P, COLLTER: The Bill does not
amend any of those provisions of the 1917
Act that are affeeted,

The Attorney Geneial: 1t is not intended
that it should do so, and in my opinion it
does not do ic. ;

Hon, P, COLLTER: I ecanndt read any-
thing into the Bill whieh does so. Although
three ycars have passed sinee its cnactment,
we do not know the law regarding the area
which may be held or in which a man may
be hencfieially intevested. Tt will still be
open to us to have the matter eleared up.
There ave pastoralists who take the view ex-
pressell hy the Attorney General, that whilst
tlhey eannat imlividually held more than one
million acres in any one division, by the
formalion of companies in which they held
praetieally the whole of the interest, they are
cnahled te hold an unlimited area,

The Premier: Not after the passing of thiy
Eil]

Hon. P, COLLIER: Under the 1917 Act.
From the :mnswer to my question to-day ¥
gather that 49 pastoral comparies have been
formed singe 1917, Fov 1he threé yedrs price
to that date only four or five pastoral com-
panics were registered in the State, Tastor-
. alists whe hold arcas in excess of a million
acres have been able to evade the intentions
of the House by the formation of companies.
Any one man may hold ail the shares of
such eompany except the four other persons
required to make up the company.

Mr. Teesdale: Not now

Hen, P. COLLIER: Yes, but not if this
Till becomes law.

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

tfon, P. COLLTER: 8o far as my reading
of the Bill goes, the area in which a person
might be benefieially interested under the
1917 Aet, will not be affected. Before
the Bill passcs, [ hope we will be perfeetly
agreed upon that point, so that the pastoral-
ists coneerned, who have formed themselves
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into companies during the past three years,
and eonsequeatly are holding more land than
wag intended under the 1917 legislation, shall
he subjeet to roview by the judieiary of the
country. It was the clear intention that no
person who might take advantage of the
Act and surrender his old lease in order to
secure the benefit of the 1917 Act, should
hold more than one million acres in any one
division. Under the Act mentioned, the pas-
toralists were given 12 months within which
ta eomply with the provisiou to reduce their
holdings to ong million acres. In the follow-
ing year an amending Bill was passed extend-
ing the time within which they might apply
for a new lease, the argument in support
ol that suggestion being that some pastoral-
ists were away nt the war at the time and it
would not be fair to leave it in the hands of
their attorneys to seleet the particular area
which the pastoralists might desire to hold
under the 1917 Act. The time was extended
in order to give those pastoralists an oppor-
tonity to return to the State and make their
own selection. 1t was eclearly laid down
that they sheuld not held more than one
million acres. The amcendment moved by the
memher for Mt Magnet is another question,
It will mean a considerable divergence from
what was inteaded when we passed the 1917
Act, beenunse that measnre permitted & mil-
lion aerves to lLe held in any one division.
"There are six divisions in the State and it
wonld be guite possible, without the inter-
pretation now placed vpon it, that an indi-
viduzl might held up to six million acres
within the whole States Thc amendment
proposed by the hon. member wonhl Jimit
the area to be held to one million acres in
the whole State, £t is admitted that that is
a cousiderable reduction, The question at
tsstic i8 whether we ave justified in reducing
or limiting the total aren which ean be held
in the whole State. I'ersonally, 1 think we
would he justified.

The HMonoravy MMinister: The Bill limits
the Tlolding to a million aeres, but the
amendment goes further than that and
would take away land which has heen lield
for years, in order that the total holding
shall be reduced to one million acves.

Hon. P. NOLLILR: 0Of course the Bill
limitg the land to that aren, and the amenid-
ment will have a retrospective effect, sce-
ing that an individual will net be entitled
to more than a million acres, whether held
hefore or after the passing of the Bill

The Premier: This ¢lause limits the area
to a million aeres.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Oaly after the paas-
ing of the measure. .

My, Davies: The amendiment will mean
that persons at present holding wnore than a
million acres will have to reduce their arens
to one million acres.

The Honorary Minister: No matter how
long he may have held it.

Hon. P. COLTIER: The argument is that
the amendment means sowething in  the
natore of confiseation.
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Mr. Pickering: Notwithstanding any Aect
that nay have been passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Notwithstanding the
1917 Aect, or any other Aet. That may be
regarded as confiscation, but Parliament has
always reserved to itself the right at any
time to say to any person, no matter what
his title may be, that land he holds is re-
quired for purpeses of the State and, in
such cireumstances, that land must be se-
cured, and we legislate aecordingly. Surely
it ecannot be held that if we have the right
to compulsorily resume frechold land for
closer settlement—

Mr., Brown: With compensation.

Hon. P. COLLTER: If it applies to land
held in fee simple, surely it ean be applied
to leasehold land without being regarded as
anything in the nature of confiseation.

Mr. Davies: Will they have to pay com-
pensation?

Hon, P, COLLTER: T should say so. The
pastoralist would be given an opportunity
to dispose of his land. (We have alrepdy. es-
tablished the right to resume land vuder the
Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Act. There
is nothing morc sacred about pastoral lands
to which the same principle cannot be equit-
ably applied.

Mr. Davies: [n the resumption of frecheld
property, sueh as you mention, it is reason-
ably to be presumcd that someone will use
that land, but does the same fhing apply re-
garding the pastoral Jeases?

Ifon, P. COLLIER: T should say that
there would be no doubt about that. Tt is
not likely that the State wonld say to a
pastoralist, *“You must vield your pastoral

holding  with  the exeeption of a million
aeres.”” and that land would remain idle,
M, "Peesdale: The pastoralista will ent

ort the ““rongh stuff.’’

Hon, P. COLLTER: The pastoralists ecr-
tainly have the right to seleet the portion
they will retain, although they may eut out
what the hou. member terms the f‘rough
stufl,”*  Still, there will be many people
who will be glad of the opportunity to be-
come possessed of even the ““rongh stnff,’?

Mr. PILKINGTON: The amendment
which has been moved by the member for
Mount Magunet goes te a considerable
length. I do not know whether the Thon.

member realises the length to which it does
go. The leader of the Opposition touehed
upon the point, hut T do not know whether
he rveferred to the exaet point which T pro-
pose to take. Under the Aet of 1917, as
has been pointed out, there was no limita-
tion imposed upon the acreage which might
be held as pastoral leases to terminate in
1028, Tt was not intended to jmpose any
limitation except in the ease of new leases
terminating in 1948, The amendment, if
agrecd to, will nof only impose a limitation
of a million aeres in the whole State, instead
of a million acres in any one division, but
will impose a lipitation upon the number of
neres which ean be held under a pastoral
lease terminating in 1928, That is a very
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serioug picee of retrospective legislation,
and I do not know whether it was fully ap-
precinted by the member for Mount Magnet
when he moved his amendment, I do not
suggest that that ias the only rcason why
I object to it. I only point it out because
it goes further than was perhaps intended.
It has been said that some people may re-
gard the amendment as amounting to con-
fiseation. I am one of those people. It has
been pointed out that the State has the right
to enter upon private property. I do not
deny it. It is a thoroughly well recognised
right in every civilised State, that the
Btate can take the property of its private
citizens if that property is required for tho
State. But that right ia always subject to
the obligation te pay full compensation
to the person from whom the property is
taken. What is suggested here iz something
entirely different. Jt is taking private pro-
perty without apparently any compensation
whatever. Tt was suggested on a prior oe-
cagion, when T had not the honour to be a
member of this House, that the House was
misled. X hope the Honse will not he misled
thig time. If hon. members give all their at-
tention and all their intelligence and in-
gonnity to drafting an Aet for the purpose
of bringing abont what is alleged to have
been the intention of Parliament on a pre-
vious occasion, then, after thoy have pro-
duced that measure, there will be ne (iffi-
culty whatever in ovading it again, The difi-
enlty of drafting a measure which will pre-
vent nay persen or body of persons trom
being interested in more than one avea of
pastoral lands, is mueh greater than appears
at first sight. Tt will he just as easy to driva
a coach and four through the Rill we are now
considering as it is throngh the existing Act.
It we stop one loophole, another will be
found.

The Minister for Works:
will assert themsclves,

Mr. PILKINGTOXN: This Bill will not
produce the effcet that is intended,

The Premier: No 13l ever does.

Mr. PTLRINGTOXN: That is a true ob-
servntion.

Mr. Willcock: Some of the taxation Bills
et near the mark,

The Premier: They do not.

My, PILRKTXGTOX: Tf it has become
unlawfal for any persou to be interested in
more than one million acres we shall have a
nmost amazing result. The lease may hecome
liable to forfeiture because the holders may
have shares in a bank which has foreclosed
an the station. The reault wonld be most
extraordinary.  Sueh results were never
thonght of by Parliament. Everybody knows
that to cvade the law, in order to get over
the difficelty of the provision that a share-
holder is deemed to be beneficially interested
in leages owned by a company, all that would
he neceasary would be to form another com-
pany which would hold shares in the first
company. Then laving stopped that leap-
liole, there would not be any trouble about

Then the people
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finding another. To draft a Bill which will
prevent a person being interested directly or
indirectly in s property, is to do something
which is contrary to all legislation which we
have been passing for years past. Person-
ally I think it is undesirable to do that, The
proper poliey to adopt is not to attenpt to
limit the arca, but to insist that every per-
son who takes wp pastoral leases shall be
compelled to use those leases to the fullest
extent. T hope no hon, member will say that
he was misled into belicving that the Aect
was going to earry cut what was said to he
the intention of Parliament. It wounld be
much better if we (ireeted our attention and
encrgies towards providing legislation which
wonld eowmpel people who take up pastoral
Jeages to make proper use of them rather
than try to impose limitations which in effect
can never be legally imposed.

Mr. TROY: Tf the amendment means
vonfiscation, so (loes the 1917 Act, hocause it
prrovided that the individual vould only hold
a million acres in each division of the State.
If he held more than a million acres, and he
proposed to avail himself of the extended
leases, he had to get rid of the acreape over
the million. 'The aceusation of eonfiseation

ean  apply there as it ecan apply in
the amendment. In the statement which
has been handed to me by the Pre-
mier, I find that quite a number are
in  that position. Copley  holds 134
million aceres 1 the Kimberlevs, and

approval has been given to extend the tewuee
to 1948 on less than a million acres, i the
balance has to be sold. Tf it is not sold it
wmust lapse. There is no confiseation there.
These people muost avail themselves of the
extengions hefore 1921, that is to say they
must apply for a renewal bhefore 1921, Tf
they do not, all the acreage they hold over
one million must be sold or returuned to the
State. Quite n number of people pay double
rent.  Their intention elearly is to avail them.
sclves of the extension; they are still hold-
ing over a million aeres. T am qnite pre-
pared to allow an amendment if the Gov-
ernment will move it. The Government could
bring in another wensnre to provide that
those people must sell or the State will re-
authe and compensate, The moember for
Perth (Mr, Pilkington) said that the holders
of these areas should be compelled to stock
the leases.  We would require an endless
number of inspectors in the country. Take
the arca from Mullewa to Kimberley. How
many inspectors wonll be vequired there to
find out whether the conditions were heing
fulfilledt '

The Honorary Minister: You could find
out from the stock veturns supplied to the
Taxation Department,

Mr, TROY: T do not know that they are
mlways accurate. The Aect under which a
number of pastoralists took up their hold-
ings provided that if they effected certain
improvements on their areas. those improve.
ments would count on the ndjoining area on
which there need not be any improvements
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at all. [ had oceasion to make inguiries at
the Lands Department recently and I found
thnt-a large station owner at Yalgoo whose
property had heen taken up for nearly 50
vears, had no less than 30,000 or 100,000
acrcs on whieh there was not a mile of fene-
ing or a single head of stock, and I am told
that it is held that way because it is claimed
that the adjoining areas are improved. It
is impossible for the CGovermment to arrive
at o fair knowledge as to whether pastoral-
ists nre improving their arcas or not. T am
prepared to aeeept the statement that every
Acet of Parliament can be evaded, but it is
due to Tarliament, if it is found that an
Aet is evaded, to amend that Act. An Aet
of Parliament e¢an be improved as the re.
sult of cxperiment and cxperience. TIf we
are going to adopt that attitude we might
as well cease to legislate altogether. The
{fovernment have the best lepal knowledys
at their disposal and eould have tested the
1917 measure, but they have not done so.
1 adhere to my amendment beeanse, in spite
of the talk about confiscation, it will not
do injury te any bona fide pastoralist in
the State.

Amendment put, and a divigion taken witn
the tfollowing result:—

Ayes . .. R 5 |
Novs . . .. 23
Majority against ..o 12
ATES.
M. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy
Mr. Collier Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hudsen Mr. (reen
Mr. Lambert (Teller.y
Nogs.

Mr, Angelo Mr. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davies Mte., Plesse
Mr, Draper Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Duft Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Durack Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr., Thomesn
Mr. Harrison Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Johnston Mr. Hardwlick
Sl H. B. Lefroy {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. TRDY: T move an amendment—
That after ‘‘shall’’ in paragraph (n)

of SBubelause 2 the words ‘“hold or’’ he

inserted.

T have said all T can say with regard to
the matter, and I ghall leave the amendment
to the judgment of the Committee.

Mr, WILLCOCK: This is the most
portant amecadment which has been
eated. .

The Attorncy General; This amendment
would be retrospestive.

im-
indi-
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Mr. WILLCOCK: No, it merely provides
that in future a certain condition shall apply.

Mr. Pilkington: It means that a man can-
not hold what he is holding now.

Hon. . C. Angwin: He could not under
the 1917 Aect.

Mr. Pilkington: Yes, he could.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Only till 1928,

The Attorney General: This will clearly
be rtetrospective.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Certain people were
given privileges in the past and this amend-
ment may be construed into meaning that
they rhall not have those privileges in future,
but it has ne retros ective effect. We are
merely seeking to introduce a new policy.

My, Pilkington: Tt will cancel contracts
which the Crown have already made.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That might be so.

Mr. Pilkington: Then it will be retros-
peetive,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Tt may cancel eontracts
already made, but it really secks to lav down
a policy as to what arca a man shall be
permitted to hold. This country of vast
areas is held by a few individuals, and we
want to alter that policy.

Mr. Pickering: Docs not ‘‘acquire’’ mean
they they ennnot hold in future?

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the amendment is
not passed this measure will merely validate
anything done between 1917 and 1920. The
amendment simply means that in the zeneral
interests of the State nmo one should be
allowed to hold above n certain areca,
irrespective of whether it has been donc
before or not. The amendment may cansel
some contracty.

The Atsorncy General: You will take away
the titles vhich have been granted.

Mr. WILLCOCK: This is merely an ex-
tension of the principle which iz applied
to agricultural lands.

The Attorney General: We pav compensi-
tion in the ease of the agrieultural lands, but
not under this amendment.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt is provided that a
man shall not take up moere than 1,000 aeres
of agricultvral land.

Mr. Johnston: He shall not select more
than 1,000 aeres, but he may hold it as free-
hold.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is so, If a man
holds a million acres of pastoral lard to-day
this Bill will not affeet him, The Bill merely
seeks to prevent the acquiring by one man
of more than a million acres in futnre. There
are thousands of people in the State who,
if they had an opportunity, would take up
pastoral land on the Murchison. The petition
[ presertod at the opening of the session
shows that 2,000 or 3,000 people consider
that the pastoral holdings in the Murchison
are too large. I whole-heartedly support the
amendment,

Mr, PICKERING: The future policy of
the State under this clavse will be that no
one shall acquire a larger area of pastoral
country than one million acres. But to in-
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sert the words suggested by the member for -
Mount Magnet would in my opinion cancel
leases under the 1917 Aet.

The Attorncy General:
under the 1898 Aect.

Mr, PICKERING: Yes.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That need not be so.
A further amendment ean preveni that.

Mr, PICKERING: T hope this clause will
not be ane through which 2 enach and four
can be driven. T trust the Attorney General
will either ecenfirm wy view, or, if I am
mistaken, disabuse my mind.

Hen. W. (. ANGWIN: The memher for
Mount Magnet has no intention whatever of
taking away prior to 1928 any rights that
have been granted. Amendments dealing with
that aspeet can, however, only be mdved in
another part of the Bill. As regards the one
million aeres, the memher for Mt., Magmet
wishes to confirm what Parliament agreed to
in 1917, that no person shall hold more than
onc million acres of pastoral land. T am
prepared to vote with the Attorney Gencral
for an amendment fo provide that leases
shall hold good up te 1928. In my opinion,
all these lenses should come back to the State,
so that legislation dealing comprehensively
with the subject of pastoral holdings may be
cnacted. If we want to be honest—I hope
‘Thonest’’ is not too astromg a word—wao
must amend the clansc so that no one will
be able to hold under new lenses more than
one million aecres; not pass a clause which
will provide that in future no person shall
acanire more than one million aeres,

The Attorney General: The 1917 Act ap-
plies to onc million acres in one division.
This Bill applies to one million acres within
the State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This Bill as intro-

And also those

duced by the Premier is retrospective.
Tf it i3 the intention to prevent any
person or company from holding hence-

forth one million acres in cach of the five
divisions of the Btate, this Bill will be re-
trospective as regards the 1917 Act,

Mer. Pilkington: But if the holder has ae-
quired more thuo one million acres, he can
continue to hold it. .

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: T contend that no
one has any right to hold more than one
million aeres bevond the year 1028,  Bitill
we do not want te do anything confiscatory.
However, let me say again that there is
reason for persons without legal training to
he distrostful as to this clavse.  The inten-
tion of the 1917 Act was to prevent any
person or any company from holding more
than one million aeres of pastoral land,
Now, however, we find both the Attorney
Grneral and the member for Perth saying
that becanse rertain persens took up more
than one million aeres—which will reverd
to the Crown in 1928, when the leases
expire~——they should continve to hold those
larger areas under this measure,

The PREMIER: I agree with the bon.
member that we shonld be honest, and I
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think he ought to agree with we that the
proposal in this clause is perfectly fair,
The holders of more than once willion ueres
to-day, when they sell, must sell in areas
not exceeding one millian acrea. Three
years ago Parliament aaid that oue might
hold one¢ million aeres  in each  division.
Whatever ouwr intentions may have  been,
that is what we said, There arc very few
men who hold more than one million acres—
only 24 all told; and of those 24 the great
majority hold only a little more than one
million acres,

Hon. P. Coilier: That refers to individuals,
but one does not kuow how mueh an ia-
dividual may be holding through a company.

The PREMIER: If an iwdividoal holds
land  throngh a company, the aren he so
holds ix caleulated, and is included in the
one million acres, At any rate, something
ia heing done by this Bill to reduce the area,
One company, holding six million aeres, are
reducing their nvea to one million acres,

A person who has three million acres is
reducing his holding to one million,  An-
other, holding 2470,000 aeres, on  which

he pays double rent, has sold, or is selling,
part of his avea. There s one person who
holds three millien zneres in three divisions,
Every holder of morve than one million acres
is, I think, endeavouring to reduce his arca.
All we ask is fhat what was enacted in 1917
shall stand, and shall apply as regards hold-
ers of more than one wmillion acres to-day.
The Bill provides, further, that no man shall
lenceforth hold wmore than  one  million
acres, including the aren he now holds. T
do not kaow whether the provisions of this
Bill ean bhe evaded; T believe a eonch and
four can be driven throngh. most Acts of
Pariiament.  But, ro far as we ean provide,
we have provided in this Bill, 1 hope the
amendment will unot be carried. To use
another member’s words, T do not think it
would be quite honest to carry the amend-
ment.  The provision in question was enact-
ed only three years ago—not 23 years ago
—and the pastoral holder has now to pay
reasonable reatal, and to stock his area and
improve it.

Mr, Troy: But yon know he docs not
stock it

The PREMTIER: The stoek provisions of
the 1917  Aet are gool provisions, and
thoroughly adequate.

Mr. Troy: How are vou gong to cnforee
them?

The PREMIER: The pastoral lessec can
hardly do more than is required by that Aet.
Moreover, he wust effect considerable im-
provements.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: The holders of
leases token up years ago could be pro-
tected up to 1928 by our striking out the
words ‘‘after the commencement of this
Aet’? and ingerting in lieu “from the 3lst
Janvary, 1928.77

Amendment put and negatived.
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My, TROY: I wili still endeavour to get
my principle established, and I now move
and amendment—

That in Subclause 2, para {¢), after
the word ““to,”’ line 1, the words ‘“be or’’
be inserted.

The Prewier’s assuranee is of no value to
anyone who understands unything aboug
this matter. The 1917 Act has been evaded.
The prineiple established in the 1917 Aect,

net by this House, but by o majority
of this House, has |heen  evaded,
and T am cndeavouring to repair the in-

jury done to the country.

Awmendment put and a division tiaken
with the following result:—
* Ayes .. .. 9
Noes . .- R |
Majority against .. 12
AYES.

Mr. Apngwin Mr. Lutey

Mp. Chasson Mr. Troy

Mr. Collier Mr. Wilicock

Mr. Holmaa Mr, Green

Mr. Lambert {Tecler.)

NoEs.

Mr. Angelo Sir H. B. Lefroy

Mr. Broun Mr. Maley

Mr. Brown Mr. Mitchel?

Mr, Davies Mr. Plckering

Mr. Draper Mr, Piesse

Mr. Duft Mr, Pilkington

Mr. Durack Mr. Teesdole

Mr. George Mr. Thomson

Mr, Harrlson Mr. Willtmots,

Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Johnston {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr, TROY: T move an amendment—

That the following he inserted to stund
as Subelanse (4):—'‘Ne pecrson shall,
after the expiration of three years from
the commencement of this Act, hold, ac-
quire, or be heneficially interested in an
arca of pastoral land exceeding 100,000
aeres situated within 70 miles of a rail-
way or a port in the north-west division
sonth of the 24th parallel of latitude, or
in the south-west division of the State.
Penalty: Ten pounds for every day during
which any land is held or any imterest
therein continues eontrary to this section.’’

I would rather have provided for a lesser
nereage, but I want to give the advoeates
of closer settlement, from a pastoral stand-
point, an opportunity for putting their prin-
ciples into operation. There ean be no ques-
tion of confiseation, beeanse T am providing
three years in order to allow the leascholders
in the most suitably sitnated part of the
SBtate to sell or dispose of their lenses. 1
am keen on this, becanse T complain of the
action of the Lefroy Government in de-
priving the young men of the Murchison of
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an opportunity for seeuring small hollings.
I refer to the extension of the leascholds
to 1948, "The Minister for Works last night
declared with great heat that the money bags
holding the larger acreages should pgive way
to smaller holders. The country refevred to
in the amendment is {he country on the Mur-
chison trow Mullews to Meckathiarra, vom-
prising millions of acres of land well suited
for eloser sottlement from a pastoral staml-
point. [t is eapable of earrying a population
twenty times greater than is to be found there
to-day. No doubt [ shall he told theve is a
fear of drought in that conntry. But that
fear is largely allayed by the provision that
the land is to be within 70 miles of a railway or
a port, a provision which will enable the les-
sees to get il of their stock without any diffi-
calty. [ am not wedded to the 100,000 aeres,
1 woull kave preforred to make it 50,000 or
76,000 aeres, but T wish to afford members
who ohjeet that 70,000 aeres is too small an
areg an apportimity to vote for 100,000 acres.
The threc years’ delay will allow for a Bill
being brought in to provide for the payment
of compensation to the existing holders. In
cvery country the time comes when large
Lolders have to give way to small holders.
SBvceessive Govermnents have purchased sev-
cral Mg eatates in the Vietoria district for the
purpese of closer settlement, the oviginal pur-
pose of those hig estates haviug been fulfilled
and & new order having set in. As a result
of their purchase and snbdivision, the Narra-
tarra, Qakabella, Yandanooka and Bowes cs-
tates are now earrying thirty times os many
people as they «id 30 years ago. The areas
t refer to are well watered. They form
peod grazing lamds and have a lot of top
feed.

The Premicr: The top feed would soon he
caten out on a small holding,

AMr. TROY: There is no more danger of
that on a2 small holding than on a large one.
It is all a question of stocking. Tn New
South Wales and in Queensland the Tabour
Governments (id that which T am now advo-
eoting.

The I'remier:
and it failed.

Mr. TROY: T had an oppertunity of sec-
ing o number of settlements which were
bLrought about with the resumption of these
pastoral areas. Thousands of people were
thus afforded an opportunity for the first
time of making their homes in this way, The
#cheme i not fail.

The Premier: Ves, it did.

Mr. TROY: T have met a number of the
settlers who have done very weil ns graziers,
Give me 50,000 acres of land on the Murehi-
gon and T would prefer it to 2,000 arres of
auy agrieultural comntry T know of in the
State. The Murchison grows some of the
best wool in Australin. Tn addition to the
perass, the salt bush and the blue bush, there
ia top feed whieh enables stock to withstand
a drought, such as they canmet do on the
Riverina, for instance, TRy means of the

It was (done years before,

Hal iy

railways small holders on the Muorehison
ceuld in the eveut of o drought move their
stock to other parts of the Ntate where grass
is abundant. 1 the prineiple contained in
my amendment is adopted, it conll e ex-
tended as a result of experience into the
levalities L speak of, Our railways are not
paying, and the increased rates ave proving
a burden to the general commuuity. The
railways never will pay antil the land aleng
the existing lines is put to the best nwe. (f
on the Murchison along cxisting railways the
country could be made to carry a popula-
tion 20 times as great as it does to-duy. the
railways would he materianlly assisted. [
kunow of atations there, portions of which
hitve not earried o hoot of stock. Owing
to the faet that the improvements on the
adjoining property are counted in favour of
the leascholder, the leases cannot be for-
feited,  This country will earry more stock
than it does now.

The Premier: The Murehison i woll
stocked.
Ale. TROY: if the country were ent um

and more water supplies arranged alt the
available feed conld he utilised. In the past
this was mnot so, beeause the stock wore
oMiged to keep near the few water supplies
that were instalted. There are many small
areas on the Murchison which are heavily
stocked. 1 kunow of some of 25000 acres
and 30,0600 acres.

The Honorary Minister:
holdings.

AMr. TROY: 1t was the land which was
left over by the original settlers. Tt is the
reough stofl’ referred to by the member for
Rocbourne,  These people went fhirough the
1914 drought and were able to hold ou. They
carry no more stock per acve than do the
Jarge holders.

The Premier: Then low will it benefit the

railways to eut up the Ilarge holdings?
. Mr. TROY: I{ a thousand families eonld
be secttled instead of a humdred  families
aurely it wonld be of greater benelit to the
railway, ng well as to the State.  Twenty
men with an income of £1.000 cach are hetter
for the country than onc man with a E200000
income. Some of these small holders alwo
work mining shows.

The Premier: Then
their holdings.

Mr. TROY: T have a friend who liolda
lesg than 30,000 aeres and he is earrving
1000 sheep,  If the Promier says that such
a man cannot make a living he is not fit to
be P'remicr. e is o pessimist.  XNo man
with 3,000 sheep would fail to make a living.
Did the Premier discourage the agrienMturists
when lie only got 3s. a bunshel for his wheat?
Becanse this interferes with the pastoralist
he disconrages the would-be settler, The
wife of the Premier’s brother reeently vame
jnto one of the finest station on the Mur-
clhison, There is 100,060 acres on that sta-
tion mnear Mt, Kenneth which las never
carried a hoof of stock. Tt eanmot be for-
feited beeause the nprovemcents on the ad-

They are picked

they eannot live on
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joining country arc taken to e improve-
ments on that portion. There ave plenty aof
men who want that country but are not uble
to get if. [t is hetter to have 100,000 acres
carrying two families than that it shonkl not
be utilised at ail. The young men on the
Guscoyne are anxious to get holid of some of
the country adjaceut to Carnarvon. Now
that the meat works are being estabilished
there stock can easily he got rid of, and now
is the opportunity for encournging the small
holder. T want te sce the principle of re-
sumption applied there within 70 miles of &
port, which I think is 2 fair distunce to
aliow. In moving the new subelause, 1 pro-
vide for three years’ notice to the pastoralist.
I shall be pleased if the Government bring
forward n measure within that period to piro-
vide for the resumption of these lands and
also for the payment of compensation for re-
sumption and disturbance, '

The Attorney General: You do not provide
for that in your amendment.

Mr. TROY: I provide for a term of three
yUArs.

The Attorney Geperal: That means that
you compel thesc people to setl within three
years in a foreced market,

Mr. TROY: I guurantee that if uny part
of a Murchison station is put np for sale
to-morrow und it is within 70 miles of a
railway there will be no lack of Dbidders
at a fair price.  Dozens of people will be
after it because the value of that portion of
the State has heen proved, and beeauvse of
the great advantages whieh the railways pro-
vide. 1 have had 23 years’ cxperience in the
Murchigon and my regret has been that I did
not take up 50,000 ucres of pastoral land in
that portion of the State. Pastoralists re-
quire very little capital beyend that neeessary
for femeing and well sinking, The increase
in the stock provides returns which enable
further feneing to be done, and so he goes
ou. In the agricultural industry it is much
wnea enstly, and wherear o man in the pue
toral arcas secures a return within his firat
year, the farmer may have to wait for years.
The Committee should realise that the time
has ¢ome when a start should he made to im-
prove the eanditions in the pastoral industry,
and we should take cognisance of the advant-
ages which have been derived in Quecnsland
and New South Wales by the settlement of
large numbers of graziers. Such p move in
Western Australin would prove beneficial to
the railwavs, T gave no sanction to the pro-
posed  Meekatharra-Kimberloey  railway, be-
cause it should be the policy of the
State to  develop the land along exist-
ing railways before extending those fa-
cilitics. Some of the areas T refer to
nre canable of growing crops, and 1 know
of geveral stations where they have grown
crops suctessfully for years past. T do not
sugpest that these pastoral holdings sheuld
be eut up for farms. Near Warriedar a man
ngmed Park grows the finest hay crops I
have seen in Western Australia. Payne’s
Find, nearly 103 miles from a railway, de-
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vives the whole of its ¢haf supplies from
crops prown in that vieinity. I am not con-
vinced that wheat erops will not be grown as
tar ns Carnarvon, except in lrought years.
Jones Bros. bave successfully grown crops
90 miles from Geraldton or 20 miles enst
from Mullewa, anmd never experienced a
failuee vxeept when there hag been a failure
i the agricultoral areas,

The Mtorney ticueral: Why not make pro-
vigion for compensation a3 part of the new
clause? I the hou. member were sineere,
he would muke provision for eompensation,

Mr. TROY: | will make further provision
Inter on that wherever country is resumed
for elossr settlement compensation shalt be
patid for improvements and disturbance,

The Attoruey General: Ty that all?

Mr. TROY: | will make that provision
heenuse, a8 these people have pioncered the
conntry, [ do not want to sce them disturbed
except in so far as large areas must give
way to smaller holdings, What has bappened
in the agricoitural areas must happen in the
pastoral districts.

The PREMIER: 1 know that the hon.
member belicves that we ean have a mueh
Inrger population settled on the Murchison
Iand than we have now. Wo discugsed this
matter at great length some time back on a
motion by the member for Geraldton, 1
pointed out then that the average holiling in
that area was about 230,000 acrea, and that
that area was well improved. The land is
fairly stocked now, and if it were stocked
more henvily than it is, it would not bhe to
the advantage of the future of this country.
In the Bastern States the method the hon.
memhber advoentes has heen tried without
success. When the top feed s destroyed it
tnkes a heavier rainfall to produce the grass
that must grow to cnable the sheep to do
well. Tt i3 not of any advantage to have =
large number of people on small arcas un-
less they ean produce more. T admit of
course that it wonld be better to have 10
men making £1,000 a year than one man
making £10,000 a year. The hon. member
wants more sheep to be earried. We have
hought stations for soldiers and have hought
them eheaply. The hon. member himself
will he able to buy a station cheaply if he
is willing to give up his farm, Tt is in the
minds of many people ‘that every man who
takes wp =a pastoral aren makes a fortune
straight away. We know. however, that many
rastoralists are not wealthy men. There are
many millions of aeres of pnastoral lands
#till in the hands of the Crown. Tn the Kim-
herley distriet there are 40 mil'ion neres of
well watered conntry right up to the Wynad-
ham Freezing Works.,  Unfortunately, how-
ever, the natives nre troublesome,

Mr. Troy: If there is so much land avail-
ahle, whv porchase catates?

The PREMTER: Beeanse it was cheaper
to pnrehase the pastoral hollines on which
we have settled soldicrs, and they were in
loenlities where soldiers wished to go.  The
hon. mewher has o keen desire to eut up
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the Murehison areas. ‘The member for Ger-
aldton submitted a petition to Tarliament
only a little while back in favour of that
heing one, and that petition was supposed
to have been signed by returned soldicrs who
wanted to becrome pastoralists. When 1 ex-
amincdl the signatures, I found that there
were no budding pastoralists, but that any-
body and everybody appeared to have signed
the petition. People sigued it beeause they
were just asked to sign. Again 1 tell the
Uommittec that unider the appraiscments now
being made, it will not pay pastoralists to
hold land unused. Under the 1917 Act the
land will have to be used and it must be
improved.

Mr., WILLCOOK: The Premier has re-
ferredl to the petition which T submitted to
Parliament and he questioned some of the
sipnatures which appeaved on it. I said at
the time that T knew at least 70 or 80 of the
signatories of the returned scldiers, while the
member for Mount Magnet knew about 100
others to be those of retuwrned soldiers.

The Tremier: The petition had omnly 11
names of retorned soldiers. . s

Mr. WILLCOCK: Very fow of those
whose names were on the petition signed
themsclves as returned soldiers. They gave
the occupations that they were following at
the time, The leases which expire in 1928
need not be distarbed and I would agree
to the payment of compensgation, It was a
grossly immoral political act to Further rx-
tend the leases for 20 years, and | see no
reason why we should do more than pay
legitimate ¢ompensation.

Mr. CHESSON: 1 support the amendment
in the interests of closer scttlement, but I
woulil have preferred that the year 1928 had
‘been stipulated instead of the term of threc
yvears, The Murchison is one of the bLest
watered tracts of country in Anustralia, but
better results have been obtnined from the
small holdings of 60,000 to 100,000 acres
than from the hig holdings. Soconer or later
theac big holdings will have to be resumed
for closer settlement and the Geraldton
freezing works will provide an ontlet for sur-
plus stock.

Me.. MALTY: The member for Mount
Magnet should bave brought down a better
* gonsidered proposal. His amendment is on
all fours with the motion he introduced for
the compulsory resumption of 20 million
acres for the purpose of soldier settlement.
As an aftertheupght, he now suggests the pay-
ment of compensation,

Hon, P. Collier: Second thoughts are gen-
erally counsidered to be best.

Mr, Troy: You arc making excuses.

Mr. MALEY: The hon. member cannot
tell me that anyone could make a guccess
of 100,000 acres south of the Gascoyne or
south of Shark Bay, Immediately after the
ropatriation scheme was initiated, three mil-
lion arres south of Shark Bay was taken up
by soldier settlers and others, and not until
these settlers aectually got on the land did
‘the Government wake up to the fact that
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this eountry having been neglected so long
could not be mueh good. A departmental
oficer who was sent to investirate reported
that practically every acre of the three mil-
lions was almost valueless for pastoral pur-
roses. I think the member for Gascoyne
was responsible for inducing these people to
go up there,

Mr. Angelo: No.

Mr. MALEY: The member for Mount
Magnet inferred that a man conld become
possessed of a good holding and make an
income of £2,000 a year with practically no
effort on his part.

Alr. Green: The pastoralists are the wealtby
people in this country and they deo the least
for it.

Mr. MALEY: The pastoralists on the Mur-
chison have worked as hard as any other
section to develop their holdings. One half
of our territory is still vnalienated——

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You know it is not
all suitable for pastoral purposes.

[Hon. (3. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. MALEY: The pioneering difficulties
to-day are not nearly so great as were those
which confronted the people who went to the
Murchisen 30 or 40 years age. There is a
diginclination nowadays to move far from the
eapital where the maximum amount of com-
fort is to be obtained. The old apirit of the
pioncers is practically dead, und unless one
can pioneer by means of motor car or aero-
plane, there ia no Qesire to do it. The amend-
ment would lead to the compulsory nequisi-
tion of much of this country in the short
period of three years and that woull eause
chaos among a big proportion of pastoraliats.
I oppose the amendment, which T regard nas
heing similar to that of the member for
Geraldton.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In order to remove
some of the objections raised by the member
Eor Greenough, T move an amendment on the
amendment—

That the amendment be amended by
striking out ‘“three years from the com-
mengement of this Act,’’ and inserting in
liew the words ‘‘the thirty-first duy of
December, 102877
Mr. TROY: I propose to stand by wmy

ameadment, bot if the Committee adopts the
amendment moved by the member for North-
Bast Fremantle on my amndment I will take
that as the next best thing. T fear, how-
ever, that the hon. member will be disap-
pointed if he expects his amendment to re-
move the opposition of the member for
Greenough and those associated with that
hon. member, for they will find another ex-
cuse. They would find 100 excuses to meet
100 amendments, The settlement of Ajana,
which i3 in the Greenough clectorate, wis
vigited by the member for Moore when Pre-
mier; and the settlers then pointed out to
the Premier of that day and to the mem-
ber for Greenough that they could not make
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iosuevess of growing wheat, and they said
that about 3,000 acres of grazing land for
ench  settler would enable them to get on
well, The member for Moore had just then
passed  the  Aet of 1917, but neither
he nor the member for Greenough told those
settlers anything about that Act. The reply
wiven to the settlers was, ‘‘We are very,
very sorry; but you know, we canuot hreak
existing contracts,’” They did not tell the
settlers that they had just made n contraet
m helalf of the State with the pastoralists,
By which learvs expiving in 1928 were cx-
tended to 1048, [ new propose to let the
peaple  of  Ajana kwow  what is the real
Position at preseat.  An epportunity te meet
their wishes presents itselt here once move,
Imt another excuse iy being formd. 1 fear
fhat my fertility of resource, to which the
wember for Greenough alluded, is not equal
to overcoming the many  objeetions  which
have Bbeen raised, and are being raised, and
will be rised te any proposition 1 put for-
ward to scewre my wishes. The present T're-
mivr is the greatest pessimist in the eoun-
try. | never heard more pifiling arguments
than those which the Premier put forward
apainst  these  proposals. 16 the  Premier
does not konow the value of the Murehison
lawils, the people of the Murchison and  of
Geraldton do. Land which i not suitable
for the present purpose need not bhe dis-
cussedl. | oam speaking of Tawl that is anit-
able.

The Premier: Aud hell

Mr, TROY: Yes, helil by the hon. gentle-
num'™  fricmls. The  Agrieultnval  Bank
Trusteers declared that the country arvind
Geraldton was uot saiteble for closer scttle-
ment, awl for yenrs they would not advanee
maoney on it. The old Tory politiviany have
for years condemned those lands,  The mem-
ber for Greenowgh lias never heen able to
et anway from Lis prejudices, or to see any-
thing exeept the Greenough fats.  Me ean
ace ne turther thow those flats,  The coun-
try | have in omind is, year in oawl year
out, auoid seasons and bad scasons, countfry
suitable  for development in small pastoral
areas. | have never pnt forward that coun-
try from the agricultural standpoint, though
1 certninly think cexperiments should he made
on it with hay erops.  However, [ stick to
my amendment, whielh does not represent
a mnew thonght on wy part—I have fre-
tquently expressed in this House my adher
vnee to the prineiple embodied in that amend-
ment,

The PREMIER; T eertainly will not sup-
port the efuvse if it is amended as pro-
posed by the member for Mt, Magnet, though
[ am yrepared to vete for the amendment
moved on that amendmeut by the member
for North-Tast Fremantle. The member for
Mt. Maguet wants something to happen in
fhree  yenrs;  the wmember for North-Eest
Fremantle wants it to happen in eight years.

Hon. P. Collicr: And vou want it to hap-
pen never.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Since speaking a few
minutes ago, I have been furnished with
some figures, from whieh I Jearn that 64
miilion aeres in the South Murchison dis-
trict have been appraised, and that the
stations there average 180,000 acres. The
largest station eontaing 700,000 acres, and
the secomil largest 350,000 acrea.

Mr. Troy: What is the size of Gabyon
atation ?

The PREMIER:
is not given,

Mr, Troy: Those figures are not worth
the paper they are written on; they are
ridiculous.

The PREMIER: They are not so ridien-
lous as the hon. member's statements. I am
not anxious that the hon. member should
helieve in oy figures, but I think the Com-
mittee will accept them, T shall vote for
the amendment on the amendment, hot T
shall vote against the amendment itgelf in
any case,

Hon. W. C. Anzwin: My object in moving
the amen¥ment on the amendment is merely
to help my friend the member for Green-
ough over his diffienlties.

Hon. PP, COLLIER: T support the amend-
went of the member for Mt. Magnet, and
also the amendment on that amendment
woved Ly the member for North-Fast Tre-
mantle. T want to secure the three years
it T ean; otherwise, [ shall have tn be con-
tent with the nine vears; and, fadling that,
I shall have to fall in with the Premier’s
view that this thing shall happen never. The
author of s eortain work aen soeial prohlems
bas inelnded in it a chapter on land mon-
apely. The work is entitled *¢The Case for
Tabour,”’ hy W. M. Iughes, MILR., the
gentleman whoe  reeently, in return for the
great serviees he has rendered to Australia,
revived n guarantee of the hasiec wage for
life in the form of a gift of £25,000.

The CITATRMAN: THas the quotation
which the hon. member proposes ta make
from that work a hearing on the amend-
ment !

Hon, P. (OLLIER: Yes, beeanse the
amendment seeks to prevent land monapoly.
Mr, Hughes points out the evils of land
monopoly. not only in Australia, but the
wide world over.

Mr. Davies: He hag not changed his views.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I shall read a por-
tion of the chapter in orler to show whether
or not Me. TTughes has changed his views on
the subjeet.

The Premier; Give us the date when that
work was written,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Tt was written be-
fore My, Hughes hecame associated with the
peaple who ‘quoite recently presented him with
£25.000. Tt was written in the ycars fol-
lowing on the time when, as he has
said, he glept in the Sydney domain for three
nights running, with newapapera for cover-
ing, and was hungry. Stung, possibly, by
those then reecent experiences, he dipped

The arca of that station
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his pen in vitriol to write on the subject of
Innd monopoly. After all, if Mr. Hughes
has changed his views, T am uot immediately
}Jreparcd to blame him, Change of views is
argely a matter of temptations. It is hard
to say who would not change his opinions if
be saw £25,000 in the mnear distance, The
chiapter on jand monopoly begins—

[f the mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind alinighty small. If there are,
between the seed time and the harvest of
reform, long and dreary days, if all pro-
mise of the good days coming seems to
have died, yot in the ond, and often wn-
expectedly, the harvest time comes, and the
slow ripening grain waving in the soft
warnn air

summer eglls for the man
with the seythe, Sueh 2  time is
now at hand. Tt is not a loeal hut

a world wide phenomenon, and the call for
labourers for the harvest does mot fall on
unhecding cars; the avorkers of the world
straighten their backs, put down for a
brief spell hammer, pen, yard stick and
nweedle, and mareh with resolute step and
joyful eye to their tusk. We are living in
stirring iimes,  We see on all sides signs
betokening the death knell of despotism.
Kverywhere the secptre of the despot is
fulling from his nerveless hand.  Russia,
bathed in blood, groaning with agony,
matrehes caeh day a little nearer to her
ponl.  Russia bas a Duma. Persia and
Turkey, those ancient strongholds of
tyranny and despotism, are now enjoying
the first fruits of conatitutional pgovern-
ment.  The people are evervwhere coming
into their own. Privilege i3 everywhere on
the defensive.  Monopoly stands with ifs
Lback to the wall.  Many days will wax and
wane before the day of Armageddon comes,

But no longer ¢an monopoly lounge in its -

stronghold  gazing  beneath lazy eyclids
with eontemptuons indifference nt the puny
cfforts of the disinherited. Tt is keenly
alert; visibly alarmed; in a little while it
will be desperate.  The ranks of the saered
hand of privilege and monopoly—men de-
nationalised, knowing mo eountry, affect-
ing a hastard patriotism; sereaming with
jingoistic hysterin when neeessary to ffrig
the market'” or ‘*befool the people,’’ are
hurriedly closing up.  They eall upon their
deity, they pour exeitedly into their syna-
gopue, they frantieally call their ereatures
and servants to their nid.  Gold is their
pod, the Stock Exchange theiv temple, the
world their Ihnnting pround, their fellow-
man the game they hunt, eaptuore, sell and
degrade.  From their fellows they wring
the fruits of their toil, save the means of
bare subsistence; and with this ill-gotten
goldl porehase the mercenary ones of the
carth body and soul. The lords of the
Iand of Britain, those patrietic men whose
untiring efforts on behalf of the conutry,
a deserted countryside bears such pathetie
witness, are ealled upon by the Lloyd
George Budget to show eause why they
should continue to usurp the fimetions of

-

the deity. Muriously they rally their forces
to c¢rush this audacious champion of the
people of Iingland. We hear in the anti-
podes the mufled roar of the battle. The
struggle Jeaps over the artificini boundaries
of nations. It is world wide and homerie.
Tu Auvastralia the Pigher Government shook
the firm foundations of their citadel to its
centre. They sought in the desperation of
their alarm refuge in the fusion. And so
far as it is able, the fusion will do its best
to save them. But, though the day of
reckoning may be postponed, it canaot le
avoided.
And My, Hughes went on to say—
In Augtralia events are moving rapidly in
the same direction. If the IPisbher Govern-
ment had had an opportunity of going to
the country it would have made a land tas
the main plank of its programme, A few
months delay has been seeured by the sup-
porters of the fusion, hut at the elections
next year this will be the question whieh
the constitueneies will be asked to decide.
1'pon the land question, defence and immi-
gration are absolotely dependent. Without
land talk of immigration is mere babble
without lund we cannot expect a sufficient
popuiation, and we ought not to advertise
resources  which, however splendid, are
monopolised hy an unpatriotic and unsel-
fish few, The main isswe upon whick the
next election is to be foupht bns long been
apparent.  That theve must e a rtadieal
reform of our land poliey the hriefest and
most easual review of the position makes
elear, Al tinkering with land monopoly
has failed to arrest it.  Closer settlement
schemes are not sufficient.  They involve
an cxpemliture of large snms ¢f puoblie
money, whith go into the pockets of the
great Inndowners and increase the value of
all aurvounding land, but as a whole they
do nothiug more, The figures show that the
aggregation of hig estates grows at a
faster vate than eloder settloment can keep
pace with, In New South Wales it has
been difficult to olbtain figures showing ex-
actly the effects of land tonopoly on the
one hand and efforts at settling the peopic
on the laid on the other. Wheu the Fisher
Government asked for statisties showing
the nwmber of estates over the value of
€5,000 in this State they were told that
none were to be obtained.
and so0 he goes on to deal with Lad mouep-
oly in the several States. There are many
ways of brenking up large ostates. Evideotly
the Government here have no iden of im-
posing a kml tax which would be effective
in that directien. That heing so, the hon.
member is taking the opportunity to en-
deavour to break wp some of the largo
pastoral holdings.  All experience tells us
that land will be more intensively used when
held in smaller areas than if it be held in
large areas. That applies equally to agric-
ultural and pastoral laads. Even if we
were to allow that one person should make
the maximum wuse of land, it is better
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from cvery point of view to have 20 men
cultivating and producing wealth than to
have ane.

My, Davies: There can be no argument
against that,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tn all the States the
large holders have had to yield to the march
of settlement.  Tn Queensland and in New
South Wales 30 yeara ago laud was held
in large arens, which to-day is eut up
among thousands of settlers. Tn many of
the districts the pastoral industry has had
to give way to agriculture.  That applies
to the Darling Nowns, whick 25 years ago
wag held as pastoral country but which to-
day is the richest dairying and agrienltural
district in Quecensland. T admit that when
an cstate can be put to that purpose there
ia for its breaking up an argument which
does not apply when the land is suited
only to the raising of sheep and ecattle. But
even in these eircumstances the large hold-
ings should give way te smaller holdings,
For that reason T will support the amend-
ment,

My, DAVIES: T will support the amend-
ment of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle {(Hon. W. C. Augwin). For a while
I was afraid it might work an injustice on
the men we shonld protect. However, T
think that by extending the time to 1928
full opporturnity will be given to the Gor-
crnment to make suitable provision.  More-
over hig changes will take place in Australia
before 1928, and T hope that long before
that time our population will warrant the
cutting up of catates, and that there will
be plenty of applicants fer every holding.

Mr. Troy: There wonld be 20 or morc
to-day.

Mr. DAVTES: T have been assured that
eloger settlement must be  smecessful  up
there, provided the seftlers are of the right
stamp.  As to the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition concerning the Prime Min-
ister, T muoat remind the hon, member that
Mr. HMughes has tackled the biggest monop-
nly in the world, namely the shipping trust,
by the inaugoration of the Commonwenith
fleet.

The Premier: T do not know
trust are much concerned ahont it.

Mr. DAVIES: They are just as much
concerned nbout it as are some members of
the House about land menopoly.

Tlon. W. (. Angwin: They are concerned”
all right.  Yon shonld hear abour them in
Pinrlaned,

Mr. DPAVIES: A man prepared to tackle
a monopoly such as that should not be ma-
ligned in this Iouse.

. Hon, 7. Collicr: Nonsense.
as an authority.

Mr, DAVIES: Yes, but it was the way

vou said it. T will support the amendment -
of the member for North-East Fremantle.

that the

L quoted him
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Amendment on amendment put and passed.

Amendment as amended put and o divieion
taken with the following result :—

Ayes ... .o 11
Noes ... .. 20
Majority against ... @
AYES.,
Mr., Angwin Mr. Teeadale
Mr. Brown Mr. Troy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Collfer Mr., Wilson
Mr. Davles Mr. Green
Mr. Lutey (Teler.y
NOES,
Mr. Angelo Sir H. B. Lefray
Mr, Broun Mr. Maley
Mr. Draper Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Duft Mr. Money
Mr. Durack Mr. Plckering
Mr. George Mr. Piesse
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Johnaton Mr. Hardwick
(Teller))

Amendment as amended thus negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T move an amend.
ment :—

That the following he added to stand as
Subclause 9: “ Nothing in this section shall
affect the liability to forfeiture of any pastoral
lease held or agquired or in which any person
is beneficially interested contrary to the pro-
visions of Section 3¢ of the Land Act Amend.
ment Act, 1917.”

This ia designed to protect as far as possible
the guarantee given to this Chamber when we
passed the 1817 Act. We are told that the
measure now before ws does not affect the 1917
Act. Hon. members should meintain the pro-
visions of that Act in regard to the area of land
that each person or company may hold in each
division. This is a Bill of contigcation, wherens
the 1917 Act confiscated nothing.

The Premier: What does it confiscate ¥

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If a person holds
more than one million acres in more $han one
division, he has to get rid of it.

The Premier: No.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The 1917 Act pro-
vided that the pastoral lessee could avail himself
of the provisions of that Act after 1928 by com?
plying with certain conditions. Thero was,
however, very grave doubt as .to whether the
provisions of the Act could not be evaded. I
wish to provide against that. It was intended
that no company or member of & company
could hold more than one million acrea.

The Attorney (leneral: You want to ensure
that no richt of forfeiture which has oconrred
ghall be affected.

The Premier: Tt is not affected now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It will remove any
doubt.

The Attorney General: There is no doubt.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : We shall be protecting
the provicions of the 1917 Act.
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The PREMIER: The object of tho hon.
member is to see that the people who hold a
million acres in each division are protected.

Hon W, C. Angwin: It ia under the 1017
Act,

The Attorney (ieneral: You want te preserve
the rights of the 1917 Act ¥

The PREMIER : This Bill says the pastoralist
moay hold that which he possesses to-day, but
after the passing of the Bill he must not acquire
more than a million acres, What the hon.
member now wanta is that we should say this
over again, ’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Rcpetition does not do

any harm.

The PREMIER: The hon. member said
it did the other night.

Hon, P. Collier : You canngt be too emphatic
where confiscation is concerned.

The PREMIER : I resent the suggeation that
there is any confiscation. All we say is that after
the passing of this Bill the limit shall be & million
acres where land is acquired. We say nothing
about forfeiture of any existing holdings. I
have here a list of the 24 holdings which do
exceed o million acres. The hon, member ig
anxious that there shall be no eonfiscation. I
am with him there for I do not desire to ask
the House for onc moment to agree to snything
1a the nature of confiscation. The Bill, however,
provides for the reverse,

Hon. W. (. Anewin: [ want to protect those
who came in nnder the 1917 Act.

Hon. P. Collier: The Iremier will surely
not oppouce that.

The PREMIER: [ do not kmow that we
shoutd pass it, because it might be construed
as an atmision that the Bill provides for con-
fiscation, which it does not do. The amend.
ment simply sayas what the Bill says and is
thereforc unnecessary.

Mr. Chesson: Let us pess it for the sake of
harmony.

Hon. I’ Collier: Ycs, on the question of con-
fiscation. We have to be careful about that.

The PREMIEIL: But there is no confiscation
in the Bill at all. Hon. members can be quits
certain of that.

Amendment put and passed ; the clamse, as
amended, agreed to.

{lnuse 6, 7-—-agreed to.

{Yanse 8 --Amendment of Neetion 30 of No.
19 of 1917 :

Hon. . COLLTER : What is the rceson for
this amendment *

The PREMIER : Tt is to give & selector of
pastoral land an opportunity to bring his land
into use before he is called upon to pay the
higher rent. Wo propose thet the rent -shall
not he more than 10s, per thousand acres for
the tirat tive years.

|Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Hon. P. COLLIER : I do not sec that there
is any need for the clause, notwithstanding the
fact that the settler will have to pay o slightly
higher rent, I consider that five years is o foirly
lengthy period. 1t is not likely that the reat
would extend beyond 10s, and that would
ecarcely prove a hardship.
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The Premuer: It might easily prove to bp a
hardship on new settlers

Hon. P. COLLIER: The limit was 103 rc-
gording pastoral lands taken up in the paat.

The Premicr : The rents were 10s., 53., and 3=,

Clause put and passed,
New clause :

The PREMIER : I move—

That the following new clause be added to
stand as Clteuse 9 :—(1) Any person aggrieved
by an assessment under subsection 4 of Sec.
tion 30 of the Land Act Amendment Act,
1917, of the rent to be payable under a pastoral
lease, or by re-nssessment of the rent payable
under any pastoral lease, may within three
months after notice has been given to him
of such assessment or re-assessment, appeal
in the prescribed maenner from such assess-
ment or re-nssessment to o judge of the ! upreme
Court. (2} Every such appeal shall be heard
and finally determined by o judge with the
aid of two assessors, one to he appointed
by the Minister and the other to be appointed
by the appellant, and the amount of the
anounl rent shall be thereby tired. (3) T
after an appeal has been heard and determined,
the appellont refuses a tease at the rent thereby
fixed, the costa of the appenl shall be payable
by the appellant; but subject thereto the
jadge muay make such order as to the coat
of the appeal as in hig discretion he thinks
fit. (¢} On an oppesl wnder the provisions
under this section by a lessee, the prescribed
period of six months for the declaration by
the lessee of the acceptance or refusal of & new
leasc shall be extended for one month after
the ap eal shall have been henrd and de-
termined.

Mr. Troy: 1 thonght so. The appeal is to
a judge. The Attorney (eneral must have
drafted the amendment.

The PREMIER : The appraisements are now
heing made and recently I informed hon. members
that 26 million ncres had been appraised, the
average being about 25s. 7d. per thousand
acres. The highest rental fixed was 43s. per
thonsand and the lowest 14s.

Br. Troy : Where was the 43a, rental fixed ?

The PREMIER : T think it applied to the
leases on Dirk Harbog Island. We only want
to do justice to the country and to the pas
toralista, and if they feel aggricved at the rents
which ave fixed they should have means of appeal.
Evidence would have to be produced in support
of the appenl and the rental would have to be
determined in relation to the carrying capacity,
situation of holdings, cost of development and
go on. The Chairman of the Board of Ap-
proisers i the Surveyor General (Mr. King)
and the other members are Mr. Canaine, Surveyor
in chatge of the North-West, and Mr. McLean,
& very ecxperienced pastoralist. Whers the
pastoralists arc dissatisfied with the appraise-
ments that have been made by the board of
appraisers, it i8 only right that they ehould
have the power to appeal. 1In the Eucla division
o person can hold pastoral areas at a rental
of 3s. per thousand acres. If he surrenders
that land and takes up a now lease he may
have to pay a higher rental. Land in one part
of the State has already been appraised at four



times the rental the pastoralist was formerly
paying. JPastoralists may now be called upon
to pay much heavier rentals, It is possible, of
course, for the lessee to retain his holdings and
allow them to run out in 1925, T hope that
will not be done often beeause T think that
where the leases are  extended, we should  be
entitld to the increased rente. Woe want to
do jastive to the pastoralist and he should have
the right of appeal te a judge of the Supreme
Court. [ did not think of giving the right of
appeal when the RBill was orizinally deafted.
The point has heen hrought under my notiee,
however, and 1 agree that it is not a matter
which shyuld be left to a Minister to determine,
Yt is too hig a swbject to be dealt with by a
Minister and should he the anhject of an appeal
to the Supreme (ourt. T hope the (Committee
will agree to the new clause. Tt is a fair thing
. b0 mivie a lessee the right to go to some tribunal
if he feels that the assessors have mmde a mistake
in connection with the appraisement of property.
It may he that the appraisers have over valued
or under valued the cost of waking improve.
ments, or even pver estimated the profit likely
to be mule out of sheep. Pardiament will be
deing the right thing to give the lessces the
opportunity ta appeal to a  tribunal which |
think will be satisfactory, a tribunal sweh as
that suggested in the new clause,

Hon. P. COLLIER : This s a must. Important
amendment, and § am going to resist it with all
my strenpth. In doing so [ must express my
surprise that the Promicr has lannched it upon
the Honse at this stage. There is no clouse in
the Bill which we have been dealing with of
equal importance to the new clavse submitted
by the I'remier. We lhave had the BRill before
us for & comsiderable time, but no intimation
has ever been given that it was the intention
of the Government to submit such a projossl,
The Premier told us by way of explanation for
it zot appearing in the Bill, that it did not occur
to him. It is & most extraordinacy thing that
in drafting a Bill of this kind, which has been
under the consideration of the Uovernment
giner December of last year, these amendments of
the Lamd Act s they affect pustornl leases
with such o vital question as this, did not oceur
to the Government until today. 1t is rather
signiticant that during the debate on the second
reading, two hon. members in this House who
represent the pastoral areas of Kimberey and
Cascoyne, supgested that there ought to be some
boant of appesl set up to deal with the approise-
ments.

Mr. Angelo: We have only just heard of the
nppraisements.

Hon, P, COLLIER : The appraisements have
heen out for months. The pegple affecied are
not living in the wilderness : they are living
in comfortable circumstances in Derth. He.
vides, they have attornoys and representatives
who watch every move. The appraiserments
have heen out for months,  Let the hon. member
tlefend the position on more substantinl grounds.
Those two hon. members told us lnst night that
they thought therc ought to be some board of
appenl. It was p kind of ofterthought, and the
Premier very obligingly said, " Adl right, I
will draft an amendment.” We have heard
a good deal about the smcndments which have
been moved and the attempts which have heen
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mede to go back on the Act of 1017, the at
temipts to inelude something in the Bill which
would take away the right of someonc or which
would affect the pastoral holders detrimentally.
Now we have this spiung mpon us which is a
breach of the contract entered into by Parlia-
ment  with the poastoralists. This House in
1917 would not have agreed to the renewal of the
pastornl leases at that stuge had it not been for
the provision that there would he an impartiad
tribunal appainted. One of the argumentr
then was that the Ntate was going to get large
sums by way of increased rents. Now, having
securel an extension of the Leases to 1948,
mainly by telling the House that there wes going
to he an increase in revenue, they sny that the
rents do not suit and therefore n tribunal must
he set u) which will be instiumental in reduecing
the apprajsement decided upon by the board.
The Premier has told us that the men who have
made these appmiscments are highly qualified
and imputisl officers who have bhad years of
experienco in the North-West, that they were
well litted for their work and that they had
no interest in fixing the appraisements beyond
what their honest judpment dictated to them
those appraisements shonld be. Now when the
results are known to be not acceptable to some
of the people concerned, an effort is made to get
behind the Act of 107 by saying. ** We will have
an appeal board.” The Premicr declares that
these ofticers may not have taken into ton.
sideration many factors affecting the pastoralists.
But if we are going to allow appeals apgainst the
decigions of n «quulificd borrd who have heen
through the country- -they know its capabilities
and its canving capacity- -and these appeals are
to he mude to o board, the chailman of which
is to he a supreme conrt judge who has never
seen the North-West and whoe does not know
anything sbout it- - -

Mr. Anpelo: Ncither have the hoard been to
the North-West.

Hon. P COLLIER : Does the hon. member
say that Mr. Cauming, the surveyor, dors not
know the country ¥

AMr. Angelo 0 Tle has not been there recently.

Hon. P. (OLLIER: Mr. Caming led an
exploration paty right through that country.
When it was stated in the Homse who the mem-
hers of the appraiscment were to he, we were
also told thal we had nothing to fear. We were
told that we cowll extend these leases beeause
we would et increasmt rents. Now, Jearning
what the appraisements ave, fault is heing found
with the personnel of the bowrd.  Tf the members
of the boaid ere not qualified to conduct these
appraisements, where are we going to lind
anyone in the State who ia qualilied, excepting of
course the men who actually hold tho lcages ?
The Uupvernment should stand by the arrange.
ment that was wmade under the 190% Act. Paa-
toralists at that time asked for the right of the
renewrl of their leases: they were to have
the uption of continuing their present lensese
until 1928, or to have the right of rencwal to
1048 subject to reappraiscment by the bonrd.
New, because the prices tixed are not satisfactory
to the leascholders, we are asked to allow the
matter to be referrei to o judge. There are
many things that a judge may be qualified to do,
but with all due respect te the judges of the
Supreme Court, they are the least cualified.
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of anyone to carry out this work of reviewing
the oppraisements. The amendment submitted
by the Premier is a monstrons proposition. It
seeres to be that members representing the
North-West have only to stand up and make »
suggeation in o casual kind of way and im.
mediately the lovernment, never having thought
of it before, set to work to oblige those hon.
gentlemen, The proposal of the CGovernment
is wrong. and it is unjust, and members on this
side of the House who bave been voting mainly
in tho hope of preserving the provisions of the
existing Act should not tolerate the passage
of an amendment of the nature submitied by
the Premier. Will the hon. member defend
& judge who has never seen the district and
express gpposition to Mr. Canning becnuse he
has not heen there rocently ? .

Mr. Angelo: A judge sets as chairan of the
Civil Service Appeal Board,

Hon. P. COLLTER : There is no comparison
between the two. .

Mr, Angelo @ He adjuclicates on the evidence.

Hen., P. COLLIEL : What is the cvidence
which has guided the hoard who fixed the rent *
Tt has been first hand knowledge; they know
the country. We could eall evidence in Perth
till the erack of doom, and it would be impossible
to convey o proper comprchension of the con.
ditions existing in the North.West. Has it
not been the complaint of members representing
that part of the State that we do not know the
North-West, thet we have had no practienl
exporience of it because we have not been thore ¥
But that does not matier when it comes to fixing
the rents for pastoralists : a judge of tho Supreme
(‘ourt will do. Tt is strange that this amendment
did not appear in the Bill when it wns intro-
duced. The Premier did not overlpok agme
very trivial amendments, but he overlooked
this all-important onc, Why is a concession to
be given to the pastoral lessees by way of an
appeal which iz not conceded to other land
holders ¥ Clause 2 of this same Bill gives power
to the Minister to decide the price to be paid for
blocks in our townsites, and there ia no appeal
there. The land holder has to accept the de.
cision of the Minister.

The Premier : But there is o limit of 15s.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But within the limit
the land holder has to accept the price fixed
by the Minister. The Minister might fix the
price at 15a. for land which is not worth 3a.

Mr. Thomson : The land holder could have it
reclagsified on paying the fee.

Hon. P. COLLIER : But there is no appeal
from the decision of the Minister. I ask mem.
bers to point to any Act affecting the purchase
price for land or the rental price for leaschold
in which a right of appeal is given. Tt is not
given anywhere. This is a special concession.
The pastoralists. heving secured the right of
renewal of their leases under certain conditions,
now scek to go back on those conditions, It is
a breach of faith with the Parlinment that passed
the Act.

Mr. Willcock: A repudiation.

Hon. ¥. COLLIER : Yes: it is a repudiation
of the conditions under which the leases were
pranted to set up & tribunal which will enable
them to get behind the rental fixed by the board
constituted under the Aet. The Premier cannot
justify the proposal. It is an allimportant
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matter which may mean tens o thousands o
pounds in revenue to the State, Yet it did not
ocour to the Premier till this momming, not-
withstanding that so many tin-pot amendmenta
were included in the Bill. It would be wrong
for the Committee to ngree to the proposed
new clpuse at this late hour of the night. We
should afford peaple outside an opportunity to
voice their opinions.

The Premier: 1 do not wish to hurry it. T
shall agree to report progress.

Hon. P. COLLIER : It will not be burried if
I can prevent it. T am going to oppose it so
long a3 T am able to talk. Tt is a breach of the
conditions under which the right of rencwal was
given in 1917. It ia an attempt to get behind
the Act and to obtain concessions which were
never contempiated. Tf these concessions had
been contemplated, the right of venewal would
never have been given.

Mr. Thomson : Tlo not you think-——

Hon, P. COLLIER : 1 do not think anything
like the hon. member thinks, He is an apologist
for everything where apecial privileges and vested
intercsts are concerned.

Mr. Thomson: Nothing of the sort,

Hon, P, COLLIER: Ve have had the
spectacle of imposing & super tax on the worker
getting £3 o weck, but the hon. member finds
afl sorts of plausible exeuaes to relieve the burden
on o wenalthy section of the community which
will be the efiect of this amendment. Members
opposite are quite willing to pile taxation on to
the man epming £5 o week--—

Mr. Thomson : That ig incorrect,

Hon. P. COLLIER : The hon. member is one
of the firet to trot out plansible excuses wheie
vestod interests are concerned.  The hon, member
had no excuse for the unfortunate individual
teceiving €3 o week who has taxation piled upon
him,

Mr. Thomson: You are talking nonsense
and piftle,

Hon, P. COLLIER: This is the most un-
justifiable proposal which has come before the
House for many years, and it is brought down at
the tail end of the Bill. Tt is an absard and ridi.
culous proposition, and I shall oppose it to the
utmost limit of my power.

The PREMIER : I think members might well
ask for some time to econsider this proposal,
but having considered it they will realise that
it is quite o reasonnble proposal,

Hon, W. . Angwin : Not after the L9}7 Act.

The PREMIER: We want to do justice to
the pastoralists. :

Hon, P. Collier : We want to do justice to the
people of the State

The PREMTER : The lLonrd are capable of
making the adjustments. The utmost care is
exercisedd : the reporte are very compleie,
every detail is piven, and I think the cbances
are that these reports would be the evidence on
which the judge would decide. It is 1ensonahle
that the pastoralists should have an opportanity
to present their case if they think the rent is
excessive. I am willing to give members an
opportunity to consider the proposal. 1 adnit
that it represents a econsiderabic amendment to
the Bill, and that members might reasonably
ask for time to consider it.

Progress reported.

House adjourned al 11-12 pam,



